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states on the Continent, the English community at this time
experienced a respite from political, military and religious
disturbances 5 though this respite is a matter of mitigation,
not of surcease. It doubtless has much to do with the ad-
vance of the new trade, industry and learning of that classic
age, particularly in the increased security of life which it
brought 5 and it is at the same time noteworthy as the initial
period of that British peace that has held since then, at
times precariously, no doubt, but after all with sufficient
consistency to have marked a difference in this respect be-
tween the conditions of life offered in the Island and those
that have prevailed on the Continent. So that, with reserva-
tions, the arts of peace have claimed the greater attention
throughout modern times. It may be doubtful whether one
can with equal confidence say that the arts of war and of
dynastic politics and religion have claimed the chief atten-
tion of the Continental peoples during the same period j but
in any case the contrast in this respect is too broad to be
overlooked, and of too profound a character not to have
had its effect in a divergent growth of the institutions and
preconceptions that govern human rektions and human
ends.
For the purpose in hand this modern period of British
life may best be divided into two phases or stages, contrasted
In some respects j the earlier phase running from an indefi-
nite date in the early sixteenth to somewhere in the early
seventeenth century, while the later begins loosely in the
kter seventeenth and runs to the historical present. The
former phase, of course, comes to its most pronounced mani-